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TuaT the Hindus are in many localities more favorable than 
formerly to the education of girls is very gratifying. A few 
native women doctors are beginning to practise. But let us 
not allow our joy at this improvement to make us slacken our 
efforts, feeling that women are at last on a par with men in 
sharing life’s opportunities. In the grade of schools attended 
by girls there are 417,000 boys and 27,000 girls. Note the 
difference. Only about one in sixteen of the wives and 
mothers of India taught to read! In reality the number is 
much less than that, for our estimate would imply that all the 
boys were taught, which is far from the truth. Ignorance and 
superstition go together. A great work is yet to be done in 
disenthralling India womanhood. Education will place her in 
touch with enlightened thought. Old customs will lose their 
significance. Caste will fall, Marriage will become her own 
right, not the stock in trade of her parents, and Christianity 
will have sway. No branch of education for women is of more 
interest than the effort for widows. We owe much to Rama- 
bai for initiating this work. Her school, begun with four or 
five widows amid bitterest opposition, now numbers more than 
fifty. The thought has been in the minds of many of our 
women of having a department of Sinclair Orphanage devoted 
to this purpose. 
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GLIMPSES OF WHAT OTHERS DO. 
E need to have as perfect a knowledge as possible of the 
work being done for the world by our own denomina- 
tion, but we should not be satisfied to stop there. What others 
are doing constitutes a part of the world’s onward movement. 
All that is helping Christ’s kingdom to come on earth interests 
us. Besides, inspiration and instruction come from a knowl- 
edge of the plans and work of others. Any attempt to report 
fully what is being done by women’s boards of the different de- 
nominations would require all the space of the HELPER for the 
next six months, but glimpses of it here and there will suggest 
something of its magnitude. 

The Woman’s Board of the Congregational church refers to 
its future in its organ, Life and Light for Woman, in the fol- 
lowing terms : 

We believe the possibilities of any undertaking with God at 
its head are limited only by the amount of work to be done 
and the willingness of his people to do it. Can we have any 
doubt that the women in the Congregational churches in the 
United States were called to undertake the woman’s work 
under the care of the American Board, to carry the good news 
of salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ to fifty millions of 
women in heathen and nominally Christian lands? This is 
our work. Are the Christian women in our churches willing 
to do it? To this must we not answer, Only the few—one in 
six—have a passing interest ; one in one hundred who have an 
absorbing devotion commensurate with the greatness of the 
cause. Is it not a possibility that every woman in_ our 
churches should do her part in bringing the heathen world to 
Christ? If only all the two hundred thousand Christian 
women in our own territory were as thoroughly interested as 
the few, the work would be quickly done. Is it, then, the 
duty of only the few to respond to the call of our Lord to this 
service? Do we read in our Bibles that the great majority of 
Christ’s followers are not expected to obey this command? Is 
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there intimation that any are excused? It has been often said 
that the quiet labors of women in the home will undermine the 
foundations of heathenism ; but to the close observer it must 
be very apparent that these foundations will remain stanch and 
strong for centuries more unless there is great increase in the 
number of these sappers and miners, and in the resources 
from which they draw their strength and support. 

Among the interests cared for by this Board are the American 
College for Girls in Constantinople, boarding schools at Talas, 
Smyrna, Marsovan, Sivas, and forty-one day schools in western 
Turkey alone. In these there are four hundred and seventy- 
three pupils. _ A writer says: 

“T have concluded, on thinking the matter over, that the 
acceptance of our idea of the education of woman has, in the 
more progressive communities of Turkey, had the effect to 
postpone marriage three or four years. That means that girls, 
instead of being married off without much of a mind of their 
own at thirteen or fourteen years of age, go to school three or 
four years, are developed mentally and morally, as well as 
physically, and then marry with their own consent and become 
the intelligent heads of households. That alone speaks 
volumes.” 

Take this as merely an illustration of what is being also done 
by this Board in central and eastern Turkey, India, Ceylon, 
China, Japan, Mexico, and elsewhere. It is known to most of 
our readers that this Board has three divisions, the central be- 
ing the Board of the Interior and the western the Board of 
the Pacific. ' 

There is about the same variety in the work of the Presby- 
terian Woman’s Board. Their organ, Woman's Work for 
Woman, gives an interesting account of the work in Siam, 
where are eight millions of unevangelized people. In India 
earnest efforts are being made to instruct midwives, as seen by 
the following statement : 

At Ambala in the Punjab Dr. Jessica Carleton was “ buried ” 
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in a school for midwives. Eighteen women were under in- 
struction, had been “ten days on the pelvic bones alone— 
slow work, but I hope sure.” ‘The doctor is determined that 
this “ most important thing” which she had yet undertaken 
shall not fail if she has to sell her furniture to support it. 
Those who have all their lives regarded human life as sacred 
know in part, but only the woman physician who has seen 
mother and infant sacrificed together under the barbarous 
malpractice of the midwife, knows how sorely this training is 
needed in India. 

Much of the labor of this Board is expended upon schools 
maintained in Siam, China, Syria, India, Persia, and elsewhere. 
In many places women‘are doing evangelistic work, telling the 
‘old, old story” to groups on the streets and teaching from 
house to house. 

Similar facts might be given of the extensive work being 
done by the Methodist Woman’s Board, while many others are 
faithfully cultivating parts of the great vineyard. 

Not least among these is the work of the Woman’s Branch 
of the International Medical Missionary Society. For three 
years this organization has maintained in New York a house 
for the lady medical students who are fitting for the Lord’s 
work among the nations of the earth. The value of medical 
missionaries is becoming better and better appreciated. 
Seventy men and women have been sent out from this and its 
parent society during the last ten years. 

a 


MISSIONS IN THE UNITED STATES. 


HE word missions in its fullest meaning includes all efforts 
made anywhere, at any time, by anybody, to save the 
human race from sin and its effects, and to establish Christ’s 
kingdom in the hearts of men. But in its restricted sense, as 
used generally, it refers to organized effort for some particular 
people or region. 
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In referring to some of the missionary work in the United 
States, we use the word in this sense. Nothing in this wide- 
awake age is more wonderful than a study of the many methods 
adopted in our country to reach the unsaved. Without any 
attempt at system we call attention to some of these. 

Work among the lumbermen. In Wisconsin there are em- 
ployed at least one hundred thousand men in the lumber 
district, including persons of different nationalities who have 
no regular religious instruction. Although the supply is in- 
adequate, under the auspices of the King’s Sons and Daughters 
and other organizations, some Christian workers are among 
them. They are opposed by the agents of the liquor business 
and other sinful traffic, but much good is being done. The 
work consists of visiting from camp to camp and from town to 
town, holding meetings, starting mission Sunday-schools, doing 
personal service, and distributing good literature. Similar 
work is done in Michigan. 


Gospel missions established in our cities for the lowly and 
outcast are now so numerous and have so many phases that 
we can only refer to them incidentally. 

Into the meetings held in neighborhoods where sin runs 
riot, people drift whose lives are given up to wickedness, and 
in many, many cases the gospel tidings bring men and women 
back to better lives. Rescue work for fallen women has grown 
wonderfully. Night mission meetings attract many wretched 
ones who are sick of sin, and homes which are being established 
to help give repentant ones a start towards a better life are 
important helps in the work. A worker testifies of one young 
woman, ‘She was a drunkard, but to-day she is a mission 
worker in the slums of New York. Her face is perfectly 
radiant with joy and gladness.” 

Some of these missions, like the one in Toledo, aim to bless 
the soul by supplying the physical necessities first. Many of 
them unite cheap lodgings and from one to five cent meals, 
with reading rooms and gospel work. ” Magic lanterns and 
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pictorial represeniations of Bible truths and stories are valuable 
accessories. In some of these missions, like that in Water St., 
New York, the converts are at once used in carrying on the 
meetings. 

Boys’ clubs as organized by the Association of Christian 
Workers, in which they are taught how to spend their evenings 
usefully, to save their earnings, and to help other boys upward, 
are among the most valuable movements. 

¢ The Burnham Farm, where boys are arranged in families of 
about fifty in each cottage, and where those who have “ never 
had a chance ” know the blessings of kind treatment, home 
life, regular employment, and a chance to learn, is an exempli- 
fication of another method of helping the unfortunate. There 
are other farms similarly conducted. 

Bible carriage work in which the Gospel is preached from a 
wagon in which is a melodeon, a company of singers, and other 
accessories of Christian worship. Work among miners, sea- 
men, policemen, firemen, railroad men, and all other classes 
who by their occupation are prevented from regular attend- 
ance on any religious worship, form interesting phases of 
mission work in the United States. Several of these lines are 
carried on with good results by the W. C. T. U. 

All work for the Chinese, Japanese, Armenians, or other 
foreigners in this comntty; may be ¢lassed as mission work of 
an important kind. 





BITS FROM OUR SCRAP-BAG. 
HE last HELPER (April number) comes to me so like a 


bundle of letters from dear friends I must thank you 


bb 


for it.” 

“One dollar from Mrs. R. G., in her 88th year, earned spin- 
ning and knitting.” 

I notice a mistake in your statement of the circumstances of 
Dr. Bacheler’s last departure which robs it of some of its 
pathos. The facts as nearly as I can recall them are as fol- 
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lows: There were not only no young men to respond, but no 
money in the mission treasury ; so when Dr. Bacheler offered 
himself to the Board in Boston they had no money for his 
passage, and of course none for his wife ; that was not to be 
thought of. But he felt he must go. If the Board could not 
raise the money, in a few days (I think in about a week) he 
would negotiate a loan. So on his way home he called on 
Bro. Curtis and made arrangement for the loan in case the 
Board did not raise the money. The money was raised, so he 
did not neéd the loan. Mrs. Bacheler followed in a year or 
two. I think she went with her son and his wife and Miss 
Butts and the Boyers.—M. M. H. HILts, 


DEAR Miss P. (treasurer for Maine) : 
As I am eighty years old to day I thought I would drop two 
dollars into the Lord's treasury as a birthday offering, and with it 

a prayer that he will do much with this little. 
; Yours lovingly, 


Mrs. P. B. A. 


The circular sent out by the Michigan W. M. S. contains 
the following valuable suggestion: “ Experience has shown 
that one of the strongest educational forces is a special two 
days’ meeting for the women of the Quarterly Meeting societies, 
where there is much prayer, free inquiry concerning methods, 
discussions of all missionary matters, home and foreign, about 
our missionaries and in all lines that are educational in all 
missionary work. This gives time for careful and intelligent 
planning, such as cannot be found at general meetings. We 
heartily recommend them to all the woman’s societies of our 
Quarterly Meetings, and that as far as possible the annual busi- 
ness meeting be held at this time, that all may work system- 
atically together.” : 

From a private letter: ‘‘ The amount required yearly for the 
support of the children was some time ago fixed at $25. Ido 
not understand how it came to be made less in the HELPER. 
In some of our stations some articles are cheaper than they are 
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here, possibly the average required for each child’s support 
may be a little less in other places. Our day school which the 
children attend is a higher grade than any other girls’ school 
in our mission. We fit teachers here for work, but we find it 
difficult to supply all the demands made upon us.”—D. F. 
SMITH, Sinclair Orphanage. 


&~<—4- 
a 


AT THE STATION. 
(Written after parting with a friend.) 
UST a hand-clasp and a kiss 

Then the train rushed on. 
But the air was filled with fragrance 
And the birds renewed their song. 





The sweetness of her presence 
Filled earth and air and sky, 

And the spirit caught the love-light 
Reflected from her eye. 


Her presence lingers round me 
Like a summer twilight fair, 

Giving holy inspiration 
Breathing forth a silent prayer. 


At the station in the future, . 
When the signal stops are given, 

I shall meet her with a hand-clasp 
Within the gates of heaven. 


MARY R WADE. 
On Train, March 25, 189}. 





><> 
> i a 


Mrs. C, W. Forman of Lahore says, “ The womén of India 
in the cities are not touched by the preachers of the Gospel ; 
some have never seen one. I do hope we shall soon have 
ladies here in Lahore to take up the zenana work. If we had 
nine or ten ladies visiting in the city they might never meet 
each other at their work and yet there would be portions left 
untouched. O indeed we want no curtailment of the work 
amongst the women ; it is when they are reached that a bright 
day will dawn for India.” 
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PARTNERSHIP IN PUSHING FORWARD THE GOSPEL 
PERSISTENTLY EXERCISED. 


( Continued.) 


{Extract from a sermon by Rev. Arthur E. Cox, preached before the Cumber- 
land (Me.) Q.M.] 


is For your fellowship in the Gospel from the first day until now.” 
—PHIL. I: 5. 


II. Partnership in pushing forward the Gospel. 

1. It is plain that we cannot all to the same extent be 
directly engaged in pushing forward the Gospel. Not all 
Christians can be ministers in the restricted sense of that word. 
Not all ministers can be missionaries, i. e., in the sense of leav- 
ing home and country and devoting one’s life to the salvation 
of the heathen. ; 

2. But we can all have a partnership in this good work. 

3. Partnership is a means by which shrewd business men 
seek to supplement and to multiply their individual abilities. 
I know of a business man who was an excellent financier but 
not in full possession of those qualities that make one generally 
popular. However, he had a partner who possessed the quali- 
ities that he lacked, and the two together did a thriving 
business. In course of time the man first mentioned had 
more money than he wanted to use in the business; hence he 
became partner in another business, in which he performed 
no direct labor but was simply represented by his money. 
Thus by means of partnership he both supplemented and 
multiplied his individual abilities. 

4. Similar advantages of partnership the Lord has made 
possible to Christians by the organization of his church. (a) 
He would have us supplement each other’s work. Mr. Spur- 
geon says that complete sets of all the flowers in the Alpine 
district can be bought at the hotel near the foot of a certain 
glacier. In these collections are very common ones as well as 
rarer ones, but each specimen is needed in order to furnish a 
complete representation of Alpine flora. So the church, as the 
body of Christ, is “ fitly framed and knit together through that 
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which every joint supplieth.” The body grows—is built up in 
character—“ according to the working in due measure of each 
several part.” 

(4) By division of labor we are, so to speak, to enlarge our 
individual abilities. ‘ Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the 
work whereunto I have called them.” That command was 
addressed toa church. The church was called to undertake 
foreign missionary work. The missionaries whom the Antioch 
church sent out subsequently made their report to it. (Acts 
14: 26, 27). 

5. The Philippian church, to which our text alludes, illus- 
trates the divine idea of having a partnership in the general 
spread of the Gospel. Paul had joy in praying for them be-’ 
cause of their fellowship or partnership in furtherance of the 
Gospel. 

6. It is interesting to notice the kinds of gospel work in 
which this church participated. (a) They entertained appar- 
ently with small means those who preached to them the 
Gospel (Acts 16: 15,40). Paul’s company at Philippi in- 
cluded besides himself, Silas, Timothy, and Luke. (4) The 
Philippian church worked with Paul in his labors in their midst 
(Phil. 4:3). (¢) They contributed to Paul’s support when 
he had gone from them to labor in new fields (Phil. 4: 15, 
16). (ad) They sent relief to his necessities when, years after, 
he was a prisoner in distant Rome. (¢) Besides, this Philippian 
church is evidently included among the churches of Mace- 
donia, whose liberality in contributing to the poor saints at 
Jerusalem Paul so warmly commends in another epistle (2 
Cor. 8: 1-5). 

7. Thus we see that a number of -the modern forms of 
Christian activity were in operation in this early church, not- 
withstanding that the apostle testifies to their deep poverty 
(2 Cor. 8: 2). Christian hospitality, personal work, support- 
ing a missionary, ministerial relief, donations to the poor, were 
among the activities of the Philippian church. 
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8. It is instructive that many of these are referred to by 
the use of the word “ fellowship,” which implies partnership. 
Does Paul refer to the support that he received from them 
while he was laboring in other fields? He says, “ Ye had 
fellowship with me in the matter of giving and receiving.” 
(R. V.) Does he speak of the gift that they sent to him when 
he was in prison at Rome? He says, “ Ye had fellowship with 
my affliction.” (R. V.) Does he allude to the offering for 
the poor saints at Jerusalem, to which the Philippians contrib- 
uted? He calls it “the fellowship in the ministering to the 
saints.” i 

These expressions show that the New Testament idea of the 
Christian life is not simply to be a recipient of salvation, but to 
be a partner in the activities and benevolences of Christ’s 
kingdom. 


+> —__— 
OUR COLLEGES. 
WOMEN AT HILLSDALE COLLEGE. 


ILLSDALE was the first college in Michigan and the 
second in the West to admit women to all its courses, 

It is recognized as a pioneer in co-education. Probably one- 
third of its students in the last thirty-seven years have been 
women, and probably one-third of its graduates in that time 
have been of that sex. The average of scholarship among the 
young women has not fallen behind that of the men, and it has 
not been a rare thing for a girl to take the mathematical prize 
which is awarded each commencement to the student taking 
the highest rank in that subject during the college course. Its 
women graduates have taken honorable positions as teachers, 
preachers, physicians, as intelligent mothers, and missionaries. 
Twenty-three out of forty of the students or graduates who 
have entered missionary fields have been women. During the’ 
past year five hundred and twenty-four different students have 
been in attendance, of whom one hundred and seventy-nine 
were women. A majority of these are self-supporting. Scholar- 
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ships are being endowed to aid particularly worthy but desti- 
tute girls. 

The trustees at their last session recognized the relation that 
women ought to sustain to the management of the college by 
appointing a woman’s board of commissioners to aid in devel- 
oping the institution. They will nominate a woman to be 
elected to the board of trustees at the June session. 

The college exists as much for girls as for boys, and in all 
the activities and privileges of the college the sexes are equally 
prominent. 

——_+~>-¢—____—___ 


A WORD TO W. M. S. WORKERS. 


HAVE been much impressed with the power of personal 
influence in the work of our society. A careless or indif- 
ferent sister can many times be drawn into the Auxiliary by a 
loving and oft repeated invitation to go to the meetings, fol- 
lowed by a call on the way to make sure that the invitation is 
not forgotten or neglected ; but perfect patience must possess 


our souls, or we may not be able to restrain the hasty word 
when the invitation has been forgotten. Faith in God and a 
determination to win them to the blessings of the work will 
succeed if we persevere. Some one must needs have been 
patient with us or the scales would never have fallen from our 
eyes. 

Once in the Auxiliary circle let us take plenty of time for 
prayer and missionary reading ; if there is nothing else accom- 
plished if we are interesting one thoughtless sister we can 
do no better work for time or eternity. Surrounded by fervent 
prayers, hearing of the heroic deeds of missionaries in the past, 
resolutions are formed that change the current of a lifetime. 

Because people are prejudiced against missionary work I 
fear we are too prone to let them alone. I believe we should 
work all the more earnestly to overcome that prejudice. Not 
only in the Auxiliary but in the home, keeping “ everlastingly 
at it” in a loving spirit will tell in time. Let us tell these idle 
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ones of Ida Phillips’s tireless life, and Miss Crawford’s devo- 
tion, and about brave Mrs. Boyer. Does not God require 
something of us? Let us make every possible influence we 
can exert at home or abroad tell for good. 

I wish we all might realize the power for good the small 
Auxiliary exerts. If only three sisters meet and read and pray, 
they are building better than they know. One may become 
so thoroughly alive to the work that she may sow the seed in a 
child’s heart and a consecrated missionary life with all its in- 
fluences for good results. Another may stir up her neighbor 
to love and good works. When we get thoroughly in earnest 
some one finds it out ; the money we give is but a small part 
of what God requires. 

The Auxiliary circle is a good place for the development of 
the Christian character. I have known several conversions to 
take place in such meetings, the first confession being a public 
prayer in the monthly meeting. 

Small Auxiliaries need not remain so if the few do their duty 
faithfully, as though everything depended on them. I believe 
the Master will not long leave them alone, but additions will 
result; there must first be a center of attraction and others 
will gravitate toward it. By a natural and spiritual law there 
is power in organization. Frances P. Kies. 


> -o____—_ 


PERFECT THROUGH FAITH, 


rs never would send you the darkness 
If He felt you could bear the light; 

But you would not cling to His guiding hand 
If the way were always bright; 

And you would not care to walk by faith 
Could you always walk by sight. 


Tis true He has many an anguish 
For your sorrowful heart to bear, 
And many a cruel thorn-crown 
For your tired head to wear; 
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He knows how few would reach heaven at all 
If pain did not guide them there. 


So He sends you the blinding darkness 
And the furnace of sevenfold heat; 

Tis the only way, believe me, 
To keep you close to His feet, 

For ’tis always so easy to wander 
When our lives are glad and sweet. 


Then nestle your hands in your Father's, 

And sing, if you can, as you go; 
Your song may cheer some one behind you 

Whose courage is sinking low; 
And—well, if your lips do quiver, 

God will love you better so. 

— Selected. 
a 
WORK FOR CHILDREN. 


DEAR FRIENDS :— 

At the General Conference in Lowell, October, 1893, it was re- 
solved by the Woman’s Missionary Society to undertake more 
aggressive work in organizing Childrens Bands. It is our desire 
to form such Bands in connection with every church in the denomi- 
nation. Each one of us realizes that the future of our mission work 
rests in the hands of these children when they shall have grown to 
manhood and womanhood. 

America is sending missionaries abroad and foreign countries are 
sending freely «ll classes to our shores to observe Christian institu- 
tions. How can we do more lasting work than to gather the 
children into Bands and teach them to be interested in and helpful 
towards all other children throughout the world! There could be 
no better time to dedicate such a monument to Christ and human- 
ity than in this year of Columbian celebration. For this purpose 
we ask the earnest aid and report of each Free Baptist Yearly and 
Quarterly Meeting secretary and the active influence and codpera- 
tion of every member of the Woman’s Missionary Society. 

FRANCES STEWART MOSHER, 
Secretary of Children’s Department. 
Hillsdale, Mich. 
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CONSTITUTION FOR CHILDREN’S BANDS. 


ARTICLE I.—Name. 
This Society shall be called the Mission Band of. . 
ARTICLE I1.— Odject. 
Its object shall be to help in the great work of spreading the Gospel through- 
out the world, especially among children. 
ARTICLE II1.—Memibership. 
The payment of. or more a week shall constitute any boy or girl a 
member of this Band. 
ARTICLE I1V.— Officers. 


The officers of this Mission Band shall be two or more directors (who 
should be adults), a president, vice-president, secretary, and treasurer, The 
four last named officers may be either boys or girls. These officers shall be 
chosen semiannually. 

ARTICLE V.—Meetings. 


The regular meetings of the Band shall be held , and the public meet- 
ings at such time and place as may be deemed advisable by the directors. 


ARTICLE VI.—Amendments. 


This constitution may be amended at any regular meeting of the Band, by 
a vote of two-thirds of the members present, notice having been given at a 
previous regular meeting. 


BY-LAWS. 


ARTICLE I.—Duties of Officers. 


1. It shall be the duty of the president, or, in case of absence, of the vice- 
president, to preside at the meetings of the Band. 

2. It shall be the duty of the secretary to keep a record of the proceedings 
at each meeting, to read the same at the next meeting, to give notice of all 
meetings of the Band, and to make an annual report to the secretary of the 
missionary society of the church, 

3. It shall be the duty of the treasurer to collect all pledges, to receive. all 
the money earned by or donated to the Mission Band, to keep a strict account 
of the same, and to make quarterly remittances to the treasurer of the Auxiliary 
society of the church. 

4. The officers shall constitute an executive committee to designate the 
work of the Band, prepare programs of meetings, etc.; or they may appoint 
sub-committees for this purpose. 

ARTICLE II.—Amendments. 


These by-laws may be amended by a two-thirds vote at any regular meeting 
of the Band, 
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A SCRAP OR TWO. 


T is perfectly astonishing how ignorant some people are on 
the subject of foreign missions. Coming from London, on 

the City of Berlin, among the passengers was an old lady of 
perhaps seventy, and a son, a middle-aged man. ‘They were 
evidently plain, common people, and looked as if they had 
been always used to economy. ‘They were coming home from 
England, where they unexpectedly had come into possession 
of a forty thousand pounds estate, with an income of one 
thousand pounds yearly, a good deal of plate and jewelry, and 
other valuables, mostly deposited in an English bank. We sat 
near each other at the table and naturally became friendly. 
One day she found out I was a missionary, and I fancied at 
once she seemed less cordial. ' Pretty soon she said she didn’t 
believe the missionaries got much that was contributed for 
them, “ for thems that collected money used it for theirselves.” 
I said, “‘ Do you really know that?” -She said, “ Yes, I do; for 
thems that knew it have told me.” I said, “ Have you really 
known one case your own self?” ‘Yes, for the ones that 
knew it told me.” An American Board missionary who sat 
near us had heard this talk, but had said nothing. After tell- 
ing my lady friend that he was a missionary I asked him if he 
had ever known or heard of a person collecting money for 
missions and using it for himself. He answered, ‘“ Never. It 
is the cold-hearted, stingy people who say so who don’t want 
to give, and make that for an excuse.” Thereafter, using all 
the little tact I had, I told her from time to time of some 
natives who had been supported by friends in America, and 
what good men and women they had become, mentioning 
Alphonso Houghton, who was now a good Christian man and a 
very successful doctor ; of Joseph Odel, wee Peldram, a pastor 
of a large church and universally respected ; of Joseph Fullon- 
ton, the pastor of another large church; of Bina Hatch, whom 
Dr. Mary Bacheler pronounces one of her best zenana teachers ; 
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of Katy, a patient, good-tempered. woman and a zenana 
teacher, though she has a cruel husband ; and others. Little by 
little my friend became interested, and consented that I 
should send her the MissloNARY HELPER, and she said of 
course she would pay for it ; but I said, “Read it first, and if you 
think it worth the money you can send it.” I have hopes of 
hearing from that party again. The son listened to all our 
talks and unbent himself very much, though not really express- 
ing an opinion. When urged to give one-tenth of his income 
for the good of his fellow-men as a duty, he ee in a friendly 
way and said, “ Yes” ; but whether the “ yes ” meant anything 
more than a touch of polishes who can tell? 

Another gay, wealthy lady who lives mostly in Paris and on the 
continent, but who had never heard of missions, also became 
so much interested as to insist on paying for a copy of the 
HELPER, which is to be sent to an agent in Chicago, and will 
find her. The HELPER ought to have twenty thousand sub- 
scribers. It deserves it. a. FE 








FROM THE FIELD. 





MIDNAPORE, April 4, 1893. 

HEN I was in Darjeeling last year I had the pleasure of 

meeting Miss Amy of the Assam Baptist mission, and I 

was greatly interested in what she told me of life and mission work 

in Assam, where she has been nearly two years. We enjoyed 

the inclosed account of their Triennial Conference from her 

pen so much that I am sending it to you for the HELpkrr, in- 
stead of the letter I should have written last month : 


THE ASSAM TRIENNIAL CONFERENCE. 


We should be glad if our Conference could be held annu- 
ally, but as the distances are so great and traveling so slow 
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we could not spare time from our work to go every year. The 
workers from the Maga hills took nine days, from Sibsagar 
seven days, and from Nowgong six days to reach Tura, the 
place of meeting. One can travel across the United States in 
nine days and have meals and accommodations for sleeping 
always at hand. Let me tell you how much baggage, etc., 
was necessary for our party of seven, going from Nowgong. 
It was necessary for each one to have a cot-bed, two or three 
wraps, blankets, and pillows, all done up in. as small space as 
possible ; wearing apparel to last three weeks, medicines, and 
books, also made into small packages. (No Saratoga trunk 
can be used on such trips). Food also was provided with the 
necessary dishes, cooking utensils, and servants, as there are 
no places along the way where travelers can be fed. There 
were three bullock carts full of luggage, two fore us to ride in, 
two pony carts, and a bicycle in our train as we marched out of 
the station. . 

A ride of twenty miles brought’ us to the river, where we 
camped over night in a government resthouse (the wind whis- 
tling around our heads almost as freely as it could out of doors), 
and in the morning we embarked in one of the river steamers. 
Three days’ sailing brought us to Rhomari, where we found 
elephants, bullock carts, and ponies to convey us the thirty- 
eight miles into Tura. 

Let me tell you of our experiences in riding thirty miles on 
that elephant. Four of us were to ride him, and we wished to 
start after an early breakfast in order to reach the resthouse 
before the heat of the day. The mahout (driver) refused to 
to start so early, saying the elephant would be “ wicked”? if 
he did. However, a few emphatic words from Mrs. M. con- 
vinced him it was hest to obey orders; but when he saw that 
four were to ride he again made trouble. We calmly clam- 
bered up and seated ourselves, notwithstanding his remon- 
strances and declarations that the elephant would be “ wicked ” 
and shake us off. Once up from his knees, he and the driver 
began performing with us, The man pretended to try to make 
him go, but after taking a few steps he would whirl around 
with us, then the man would beat him with a pointed iron, and 
the old fellow would trumpet till it seemed as though he must 
make the very ground tremble. He kept up this performance 
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for ten or .fifteen minutes, almost frightening us into fits, but 
we were convinced his only object was to get us off, so we 
clung to the ropes of the guddy and let him keep it up till he 
was ready to go. For fully an hour after we got on to the 
road he had spells of trumpeting and trying to turn around and 
go back. The man said the elephant was crazy, but he had 
no such trouble in starting the next morning, and I fully be- 
lieve it was all the mahout’s doing. When asked why the 
animal was not crazy the next day he replied, “ 0, I beat him 
well in the night and made him good.” 


We overtook some of the other party on Friday and on 
Saturday we marched into Tura together in time for dinner. 
We were distributed around in the three mission bungalows 
and in the schoolhouses, and all supped together in the large 
room of the boys’ schoolhouse. The tables set in the form 
of a hollow square gave us good opportunity of seeing and 
visiting with each other. All of our workers on the field but 
one were present. We numbered twenty-four adults. Only 
nine of this number were present at the Conference three years 
ago. ‘There have been many changes even in so short a time. 


The Conference began on Sunday, with a devotiunal mee 
ing at 9.30 A. M., followed by a sermon in Hindi. In the after- 
noon there was an English service, and a forcible, helpful 
sermon on faith. 

On Monday after a prayer-meeting in which the presence of 
the Spirit was deeply felt, and we were drawn very close to 
each other by heating some of the experiences of the past three 
years, the regular work of the Conference began. A young 
man coming to us from another mission was examined with a 
view to acceptance and ordination. 

Next came the reports from different stations. During 
the past three years among the Garos 1076 converts have 
been baptized and 714 of these were received during the 
past year, making the present nYembership of the Garo 
churches 2018. 1 believe all of these churches have Sunday- 
schools and help to support their own evangelists. The girls’ 
school and the boys’ normal school are in Tura, but during the 
last year a branch normal school was started by a Christian 
village and is supported and superintended by them independ- 
ent of the mission. This readiness to self-help is a most 
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encouraging feature of the Garo work. In Tura the industrial 
department of the work has been very successful and plans are 
being carried out by which it is hoped to make it still more so 
in the future. 

A mountain stream has been dammed up and turned 
through the mission compound, supplying.a fountain and bap- 
tistery in the center of that ground, water for irrigating the 
gardens, and power by which it runs a waterwheel for mechan- 
ical purposes. The neatly made doors, windows, benches, 
tables, etc., made by the schoolboys were a real surprise to us 
who work among people inclined to be “ native gentlemen ” 
and to despise manual labor. 

The report of the Kohl work in Sibsagar was also very en- 
couraging. In six churches there is a membership of 354, 
and among them six preachers and evangelists are supported 
partly by their own contributions and partly by mission funds, 
During the last three years 199 have been baptized. These 
were the two most encouraging reports. 

The time is ripe for placing workers among several of the 
tribes of Upper Assam where the Gospel has never been 

reached and some of the stations formerly occupied are to be 
reopened. This can well be done now, because of the pro- 
tection which government affords where formerly lives were 
endangered. . 

On Friday eve there was a meeting for the Garos with magic- 
lantern pictures, at which there were many heathen Garos pres- 
ent who had come in for the Saturday market. 

The Conference closed with an informal farewell meeting for 
Mrs. Clark and Mrs. Gates—a most tender meeting, and the 
presence of the Spirit was felt by all. He brought us to our 
knees in a closing season of prayer, and there we poured out 
our hearts in praise and petition for blessings already received, 
and that greater may follow. Laura A, Amy. 
Nowgong, Assam. 
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The man never lived on this earth so mean, so contemptible, 
so insignificant, that he was not worthy of the total consecra- 
tion through all his days of the most splendid being that God 
ever made.—/Piillips Brooks. 
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PRACTICAL CHRISTIAN LIVING. 





SYMPATHY. 


N° expression of the Christian spirit is more lovely than 

that which shows sympathy for others. It is not hard to 
have sympathy with congenial spirits. The test comes in 
having it for those whose conduct annoys us or whose acts we 
despise ; a sympathy full of sorrow, pity, longing to uplift. 

Children often suffer from lack of it. A common Condition 
of things is expressed in the following little poem from St. 
Nicholas: - 


Mischievous Tommy, 
He hears every day 
A homily simple, 
Beginning this way: 
‘* Now, Tommy, you mustn't,” 
And ‘* Tommy, you must”; 
And ‘‘ Tommy, stop running, 
You'll kick up the dust” ; 
And * Do not go swimming, 
Or you will get wet”; 
And ‘‘ Do not go sailing, 
Or you will upset ” ; 
And ** Do not be wrestling, 
You'll fracture your bones ” ; 
And ‘‘ Do not go climbing, 
You'll fall on the stones °; 
And * Do not be whistling, 
You’re not a mere bird” ; 
And ‘* Good little children 
Are seen and not heard "— 


Which Tommy, on hearing, 
Exclaims, ** Deary me! 
What can a boy do 
And where can a boy be?” 


Mothers, beware! Place yourselves in sympathy with the 
restless little lives about you. Make them feel that you want 
them to be happy, and you can guide their movements with 
much better results. 





202 THE MISSIONARY HELPER. 





It is hardest to have. sympathy with those whose conduct we 
thoroughly despise, with women who have set at naught social 
purity, with men who are a menace to society. But if we 
could know the whole story we should pity and long to help. 

Talmage expresses it thus: 

“‘ Sympathy for the fallen, remembering that they ought to 
be pitied as much as a man run over witha rail-train. The 
fact is that in the temptations and misfortunes of life they get 
run over. You and I inthe same circumstances would have 
done as badly. We should have done worse perhaps. If you 
and I had the same evil surroundings and the same evil parentage 
that the# had, and the same native-born proclivities to evil that 
they had, you and I should have been in the penitentiary or 
outcasts of society. ‘No,’ says some self righteous man, ‘ I 
couldn’t have been overthrown in that way.’ You old hypo- 
crite, you would have been the first to fall ! 

“‘We want in this church to have sympathy for the worst 
man, remembering he is a brother; sympathy for the worst 
woman, remembering she isa sister. If that is not the Gospel, 
I do not know what the Gospel is. Ah yes, sympathy for all 
the troubled, for the orphans in their exposure, for widowhood 
with its weak arm fighting for bread, for the household which 
erst resounded with merry voices and pattering feet now aw- 
fully still—broad-winged sympathy like the feathers of the 
Almighty ; warm-blooded sympathy, everlasting sympathy, 
sympathy which shows itself in the grasp of the hand, in the 
glittering tear of the eye, in the consoling word of the mouth ; 
sympathy of blankets for the cold, of bread for the hungry, of 
medicine for the sick, of rescue for the lost. Sympathy ! 


“Let it thrill in every sermon. Let it tremble in every song. 
Let it gleam in every tear and in every light. Sympathy! 
Men and women are sighing for sympathy, groaning for sym- 
pathy, dying for sympathy, tumbling off into uncleanliness and 
crime and perdition for lack of sympathy. May God give it 
tous! Fill all this pulpit with it from step to step. Let the 
sweep of these galleries suggest its encircling arms. Fill all 
the house with it, from door to door, and from floor to ceil- 
ing, until there is no more room for it, and it shall overflow 
into the street, and passers-by on foot and in carriage shall feel 
the throb of ‘ts magnificent benediction.” 





THE MISSIONARY HELPER. 





HELPS FOR MONTHLY MEETINGS. 





THE CONCERT CALENDAR, 1893. 


Fanuary, The World; February, China; March, Mexice; April, India and 
Burma; May, Malaysia; Fune, Africa; Fuly, United States; August, Italy and 
Bulgaria; September, Japan and Korea; October, Scandinavia, Germany, and 
Switzerland; November, South America; December, United States. 





PROGRAM FOR JULY. 


A Study of Faith—Through faith is remission of sins. (Acts 10: 43.) 
Through faith is justification. (Acts 13:39; Rom. 3: 20-30.) 
Through faith is salvation, (Mark 16: 16; Acts 16: 31.) 
Through faith is sanctification. (Acts 26: 18; 15: 9.) 
Through faith is spiritual light. (John 12: 46.) 

Through faith is spiritual life. (John 20; 31; Gal. 2: 20.) 
Through faith is eternal life. (John 3: 15, 16.) 

Through faith is preservation. (Pet. 1: 5.) 

Through faith is adoption, (John 1: 12; Gal. 3: 26.) 
Through faith is access to God. (Rom. 5: 2; Eph. 3: 12.) 
Through faith we have inheritance of promises. (Heb. 6: 12.) 


[See article, “ Missions in the United States.”] 


Define the idea of missions in its broad meaning and as used. 

Is there any missionary work in the United States. 

Tell about work among lumbermen. 

Give some phases of the work being done by city missions. 

Tell something of boys’ clubs, 

The Burnham Farm method. 

Name other methods. 

What else may be classed as mission work? 

[Subject for discussion. How can we wisely express sympathy with wrong- 
doers? See article in “ Practical Christian Living.”] 


a 


To his own the Saviour giveth 

Daily strength; 
To each troubled soul that liveth, 

Peace at length. 
Weakest lambs have largest share 
Of this tender‘Shepherd’s care ; 
Ask him not, then, When? or How? 

Only bow. 

—From the German, 
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WORDS FROM HOME WORKERS. 





MatnE.—A meeting of the W. M. S. of the Sebec Q. M. was 
held at Dover, March 18, 1893. The attendance was very good. 
The president, Mrs. A. B. Emerson, opened the meeting by read- 
ing appropriate Scripture. The regular reports of officers were 
favorable. Mrs. N. W. Whitcomb read a very interesting 
paper which ought to have convinced all of the many reasons 
why we should be interested in missions. Some earnest re- 
marks were made by Rev. W. L. Nickerson. A paper upon 
woman’s work in missions was read by Dea. E. D. Wade, which 
was very helpful. Collection $5.21. In this. blessed work of 
carrying the gospel light into dark places of the earth we are 
all much interested and hope for better things in the near 
future. Mrs. H. W. Srevens, Sec. 


Micuican.—The Batavia W. M. S. wafts a message of good 
cheer to the home workers, esteeming it a great privilege to be 
bound to them by the inseparable ties of Christian fellowship, 
"at the same time bringing glad tidings of its prosperity, with a 
record of good work accomplished for both home and foreign 
missions and now and then a sheaf gathered from the un- 
saved in our midst through the influence of our society. 

We are allied to what is known as a F. B. church, located in 
one of the rural districts.) We have a membership of fifty-six, 
nearly all of whom are ‘professing Christians, and several who 
joined us while not yet perceiving the beauties of the Christ- 
life have awakened to his glorious mission. Hence have we 
rejoiced exceedingly, thanking God continually for the W. M. S. 

We have an active and efficient corps of officers who are 
wide awake to the society’s interest all along the line. The 
ever increasing funds have been expended wisely and judi- 
ciously. The tidy little white F. B. church, with its addition of 
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prayer-room, tower and bell, recently papered ceiling and side 
walls, new window shades, and (ere this reaches you) new 
carpet for pulpié and organ rostrum, bears unmistakable proof 
of the thrift and perseverance of the society and its innumer- 
able friends. 

The pastor, Rev. E. V, Gardner of Hillsdale, is an earnest . 
conscientious Christian worker in the W. M.S., A. C. F., and 
Sunday-school. His labors are fully appreciated by his pa- 
rishioners, who also are striving to aid him by their own devo- 
tion and enthusiasm in the Christian work. At the April 
meeting of the W. M.S., which occurred at the residence of 
the president, Mrs. C. H. Austin, forty-five persons were pres- 
ent. ‘ Rev. Mr. G. gave an interesting dissertation upon the topic 
“China”? as viewed from a missionary standpoint. Miss 
Libbie Gray, lately returned recording secretary, recited a beau- 
tiful missionary poem. The meeting was a glorious and in- 
spiring one and was thoroughly enjoyed by all. The society 
is regretting the illness of Prof. J. S. Copp of Hillsdale, as he 
was not only one of the founders of the F. B. church in this 
place, but also for three years its faithful and loved pastor and 
the organizer of the useful W. M. S. which we represent. 

It has flourished even beyond the expectations of the most — 
sanguine, while loving remembrance has ever been cherished for 
the unselfish services of Prof. Copp and wife. We are unitedly 
praying to the Master that,“ his will being done,” this worthy 
man may be fully restored to health, to his family, and to many 
more days of usefulness. We are preparing for the thank 
offering service the latter part of this month. Cor. Sec. 


HILLsDALE.—The April session of the Hillsdale Q. M., con- 
vened with the Hillsdale church April 7-9. A large delegation 
was in attendance and the meeting from the beginning was one 
of spiritual interest and benefit. Saturday afternoon the ordi- 
nance of baptism was administered to a number of converts, 
giving us to feel that surely the work of the Master is broaden- 
ing and entering new hearts and new homes to illumine and 
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bless as only his presence can. One church was added to the 
Q. M. One Auxiliary joined the W. M.S. ; at the January ses- 
sion also one joined, making fifteen Auxiliaries in the Hillsdale 
Q. M. 

A special. meeting was called by the president to meet 
Friday morning, to.devise ways and means to make mission 
work among children more general. A definite plan of work 
was mapped out and entered into heartily by those present. 
By the blessing of God we hope in the near future to see re- 
sults. At the business meeting on Saturday letters were read 
from nearly all the Auxiliaries. The amount of money reported 
for the quarter ending April 1 was $629.12. 

Saturday evening a good program was given by the Jackson 
Auxiliary, with plenty of good music by Hillsdale talent. Col- 
lection $7.67. May this: work for the Master go on and on, 
until not only from the hilltops shall the glad tidings of salva- 
tion ascend, but the valleys also shall catch the glad cry, and 
echo and re-echo to earth’s remotest bounds that Jesus is risen 
and man shall not die. 

Mrs. C. Consatus, Sec. Hillsdale Q. M. 

Wisconsin. — Winneconne. Until March 25, 1888, there 
had never been a mission society of any kind in our church. 
At that time Mrs. McKenney organized a society auxiliary to 
W. M.S., and for four years by faithful effort on her part about 
$80 each year was raised for missions, which was appropriated 
to the home and foreign work of the W. M.S. Because our 
church for several years has received aid from the Wiscon- 
sin H. M. Board, and Wisconsin supports Rev. and Mrs. Col- 
dren, it is now felt by that Board that we ought to give our 
money through that channel. So we can only tell you what 
we are doing, and cannot send our money to the W. M.S. 
(1) We have a birthday box in the Sunday-school, and teach 
the children to give on the Sunday after their birthday as 
many pennies as they are years old as a thank offering to God 
that they live in a Christian land. (2) Each month the super- 
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intendent of the Rand gives a talk on some country, and each 
quarter review questions on the countries studied. (3) The 
children give their Sunday-school papers to be sent to shut-in 
and shut-off children in the United States. Among the older 
ones we meet twice each month to work, and one reads some- 
thing calculated to instruct and awaken a missionary spirit while 
the others work. We ask the prayers of our sisters that we 
may receive that missionary spirit that shall lead us out of self 
into Christ, and that we may learn the blessedness of giving for 
Him who g've his life for us. Ipa Locke. 
Winneconne, Wis. 








IN MEMORIAM. 


Our little band of workers at Charleston, Me., feel that we 
are greatly weakened by the loss of two beloved sisters. 

On the 20th of October, 1892, Mrs. A. Smith was called 
from earth to meet her Saviour. For several. years her mind 
has been weakened by disease. There are those who can re- 
member when she was a faithful worker in all good work, doing 
what she could for the Master whom she loved. Even disease 
could not kill her love for the work. ‘There were times during 
her sickness when she would talk of Jesus and his work with 
the same interest and love as of old. A large circle of friends 
sympathize with her family, yet rejoice with them that she is 
now released from pain and rests in the glorious light of God’s 
presence. 


Mrs. Mary Foss passed to her heaverily home on the 26th 
of July, 1892. She was one who felt a deep interest in all re- 
ligious work, especially in the work of her own denomination. 
In her quiet wav she did much for the honor and glory of her 
Master. If there were any sick or sorrowing ones, there was 
her. work. With her sweet sihile and loving words of sympathy, 
she helped bind up the bleeding wounds and soothe the heart 
oppressed. We know that ere this she has heard the approv- 
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ing voice of her Saviour, saying, “‘ Inasmuch as ye have done 
it unto the least of these my brethren ye have done it unto 
me.” Her loving disposition and goodness of heart won for 
her many friends who will ever remember her labors of love 
and tenderly cherish her memory. She was patient through all 
suffering, yet became very weary at the last. What perfect 
rest was hers as she lay in the arms of Jesus, and what gladness 
as she heard his tender voice saying, “‘ Enter thou into the joy 
of thy Lord.” Mrs. H. W. LEAcu. 


Passed fram this into the life eternal March 15, 1893, 
Mrs. Margaret F. Dague, aged 50 years. Her simple and 
constant aim to give her best and first thought to the Master’s 
service, cheerfully and without display, enriched and beautified 
her everyday life and found expression in loving ministrations 
of help and sympathy whenever duty or privilege permitted. 
A charter member of the Woman’s Mission society of the 1st 
Free Baptist church of Minneapolis, Minn., organized in 1873, 
the fruits of the’ twenty years of her active, earnest service in 
mission work, as well as every other Christian duty, will only 
be known when the final record is unrolled, and that record as 
a member of God’s household is in the book of life. 

Mrs. RuTH KEITH, 
First Free Baptist Church, 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


>< ——> 
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‘“‘ HAvE you ever observed,” says the novelist Bjornsen, “that 
happy people work better than those who are sad? Why? 
The same occupation constantly, whether it be work, prayer or 
amusement, would make us stupid and gloomy. You can dig 
in the dirt until you become a brute, pray until the habit makes 
you a monk, and play until you become a mere puppet; but 
combine the three, it will strengthen the heart and soul. Thus 
your work will be made more fruitful and your religion more 
cheerful.” 
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OUR YOUNG PEOPLE. 


KING’S MESSENGERS. 


HEN a king would send a message, 
How fast the carriers ride! 

Through darksome wood, through torrent, 

Whether good or ill betide ; 
No pleasures can entice them, 

No lurement in love's wiles ; 
On, swiftly on, by day, by night, 

On, on! for weary miles. 


If a messenger should tarry, 
Should a servant idly wait, 

For fear, or love, or pleasure, 
Outside the palace gate ; 

If the king upon the feast-day 
Should miss a well loved one, 

How, think you, would 4e fare 
Who should have bid him come. 


King's messengers must hasten, 
King’s servants must be wise, 
Then loiter not, nor dally, 
When He bids you arise ; 
For men grow weary waiting 
For the servants who should bring 
Their burdened, famished, longing souls 
A message from the King. 
— Golden Rule. 


a “es 
i i a 


. WHICH ARE SAD THINGS? 


T the annual meeting of the Woman’s Baptist Missionary 
A Society, held in Albany, N. Y., while the seven young 
ladies who are under appointment for the foreign field were 
telling of the leadings that had brought them to the happiest 
decision of their lives, some one in the audience was heard to 
say, “ How sad!” 
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“Sad ?”’ said a veteran now doing good work here, but long- 
ing to go back to her dark-skinned sisters because of their 
greater need—“ Sad! It is pure joy—the greatest joy a human 
being can know.” 


There ave sad things. It is sad to see men made in the 
image of God, possessing the noblest attributes, capable of the 
grandest achievements, heirs, if they will, of the kingdom of 
heaven, deliberately with their eyes open turning their backs 
upon all these riches and glories .nd walking straight down to 
wretchedness that has no end. 

It is sad to see women with all their grand possibilities ex- 
pending their whole energy in the effort to obtain and hold 
mere social position. 

It is sad to see fathers instilling into their sons the love of 
gold rather than the love of souls. 

It is sad to see mothers preparjng their daughters to shine 
for a day in society rather than as the stars for ever and ever. 

It is sad to see our young men striving with all their God- 
given powers for the fleeting honors of earth, or, worse still, 
caring for self gratification. 

It is sad to see our beautiful young women with all their 
nineteenth-century endowments and advantages, contenting 
themselves with lives of pleasure or at best making a com- 
promise with conscience, expecting—though Christ himself 
said it could not be done—-to serve God and mammon. O 
girls! our question is not, “Can I squeeze into heaven if I do 
this?”’ or “ Will this thing that I like so much turn God’s face 
entirely from me?” but, ‘“ What shall I render unto the Lord 
for all his benefits toward me?” ‘ How can I mos? serve 
Him who gave his life for me?” 

Is it sad to see sheep closelv following their shepherd? Is 
it sad to see the heirs going forth to possess their kingdom? 
Will it be sad in that last day to hear the “ Well done, good 
and faithful servant,” or to receive from the hand of the Glori- 
ous One the star-jeweled crown? or to hear the elders say, 
‘These are they which came out of great tribulation and have 
washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb?” and to know that you helped to show them the way? 

*““ Whosoever, will save his life shall lose it: and whosvever 
shall lose his life for My sake shall find it."—He/ping Hand. - 
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MISSIONARY CONCERT. 
BY ABBIE DAY CURTIS. 


ECORATIONS. Let the platform be festooned with bunting 
)) or with red, white, and blue cheese-cloth. Erect a throne 
with canopy, also draped, for America in the exercise ‘* Sowing 
Light.” 

ANTHEM. 
READING SCRIPTURE. 
1. The King's Orders. (Matt. 28: 19, 20.) 
2. The Need of Missionary Work. (Rom. Io: II-15.) 
PRAYER. 
GREETING. (Given ina recent number of MissIonNARY HELPER 
for a small child). 
RECITATION. ‘‘Good Interest in Heaven.” (MISSIONARY 
HELPER, February, 1893). 
SINGING. ‘* The Master Has Taken His Journey.” 


DIALOGUE (by three little girls). 


NELLIE.—Dear me, this lesson is so hard. Kitty don’t you 
wish you were a heathen sometimes? I do. 

Kitty.—Nellie White, you ought to be ashamed. That is a sin- 
ful wish. 

NELLIE.—I didn’t mean to be wicked. I only thought what a 
nice time little heathen girls must have without any hard lessons 
or multiplication table to learn. 

Dora.—I don’t think they have near as nice a time as we do, 
even if we do have hard lessons. 

Kitty.—I don’t want to be a heathen Our papas and mammas 
love us and are glad to have us; but in India the papas are angry 
and the mammas are ashamed when a girl‘ baby is born. 

NELLIE.—Doun’t they like girls as well as boys? 

Kitty —No; they say girls are of no use, and they cost too 
much money to raise. 
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Dora.—They never go to school, and learn nothing except how 
to cook and take care ot the house. 

Kitty.—They get married when they are only eight and nine 
years old, and go to live with their husband’s mother, who teaches 
them how to.prepare his food in the way he likes. When it is 
cooked they stand behind his chair and wait upon him; and when 
he has had enough, they eat what is left. 

Dora.—And it the husband should die, the wife has to give up 
all her ornaments and pretty dresses. She can’t go anywhere or 
have any pleasure, but must stay at home, lonely and despised, be- 
cause she is a widow. 

NELLIE.—How dreadful! What makes these people so cruel to 
their girls? 

Kitty.—Because they do not know and love Jesus. 

NELLIE.—I’m glad I live in a Christian land where our papas 
and mammas love Jesus and love all the little children he sends 
them. I won't wish that I was a heathen again. 

Dora.—And we ought to do all we can to send the Bible to the 
heathen, that they may learn about Jesus and become good men 
and women. 













SINGING. 









RECITATION. 





OPEN DOORS IN AFRICA, 


Once Africa sat in darkness, 

Too biind to unfasten .her doors; 
Not knowing the strength that was in her, 
Not knowing the wealth of her stores, 









In lands where the Master was honored 
A tender compassion was stirred, 

And many the lives that were given 

To open those doors to the Word. 







To-day there is entrance; wide open 
The doors now invitingly stand, 

And Science and Commerce are bearing 
Their torches across the Dark Land. 







From lives that cry out for redemption 
Come calls to the hearts of the saved; 
And Africa’s martyrs and heroes 
Invite to the perils they braved. 








From Livingstone’s tomb in Old England 
The voice of the dead seems to say, 

“ The land that I prayed for in dying, 

a ; O Christians, I plead for to-day!” 
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And Christ, the Redeemer of nations, 
Is bidding us rise in His might 
And carry to Africa’s children 
The Gospel of blessing and light. 


OPEN DOORS IN CHINA. 


China, land of pride and learning, kept her doors for ages locked, 
Though the brawny hand of Commerce at her portals loudly knocked; 
“T am old and great,” said China, “and my wall is strong and high; 

I have need of none to help me—none is old or great as I.” 

But at last the doors were opened; loyal lovers of the King 

Hastened in from Christian countries, tidings of great joy to bring. 

Now in China's crowded cities and along her crowded shores, 

To the heralds of the Gospel, open are unnumbered doors, 

Through these doors the friends of Satan bear the deadly Slumber-Flower, 
Bringing China's willing children underneath its subtle power, 

Till their bodies and their spirits breathe its poison-freighted breath 
And they lie in stupid languor on the darksome road of Death, 

Will the friends of Jesus dally in a crisis such as this? 

Will they let the traitor enter and betray Him with a kiss? 

God forbid! His strength is with us while we hasten to obey; 

God forbid that we should linger when His message is “ To-day!” 
Once the Christian world for China offered up the earnest prayer, - 

“ Open wide the doors, O Father, that Thy truth may enter there!” 
Now the prayer should be, “ Forgive us that our steps are sad and s ow 
When Thy hand the way has opened and Thy holy Word says ‘Go!'” 


THE OPEN DOOR IN JAPAN, 


It was on the holy Lord’s day—dear and soul-reviving day— 

That a fleet of seven war-ships anchor cast in Yeddo Bay. 

*Twas a day that marked a crisis in the history of man, 

For America was knocking at the closed door of Japan; 

And the brave Commander Perry at the portal was to claim 

Right of entrance and protection in his country’s honored name. 

On the capstan of his vessel were the stars and stripes outspread— 
Flag of. brotherhood and union! flag for which the brave have bled! 
And upon that well loved banner was the open Bible laid— 

Book that tells of one great Father who has all earth’s races made! 
Then the voice of praise and worship rose upon the Lord's day calm; 
Reverently the good Commander read the joyous Hundredth Psalm; 
And the brave notes of ‘“ Old Hundred” floated out across the bay, 
Drifting, dying in the distance on the waters far away. 


Not a hostile gun was fired from the fleet or from the shore; 
But to Christian hymns of praises open swung the long-closed door! 
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OPEN DOORS IN INDIA, 
Through the lives of men and nations God is working out His will; 
Though His hand is often hidden it is somewhere working still, 
Bending even selfish actions to His gracious end and plan— 
The redemption of lost Eden and the lifting up of man, 


India gave no sign of promise; doors were barred within, without; 
Those to whom the Lord said “ Go ye!” lingered in dismay and doubt. 
India to be won for Jesus?—from her bondage to be free? 

“If the Lord would open windows in the skies this thing might be.” 


But the hand of God was moving slowly, surely day by day; 

And the burdened land of India owned a Christian nation’s sway. 
Thus the outer doors were opened to the heralds of the Cross, 
And a few brave-hearted entered, shrinking not from earthly loss. 


Ah, their courage and their patience! Ah, the perils that they met! 
Down the narrow halls of history is their story ringing yet! ’ 

Some lay down to die for Jesus underneath that burning sky, 

With no loved ones bending o’er them, with no earthly helper nigh. 


Others lived and toiled and suffered till the hour of life was late, 
Far from kindred, home, and country, strangers at an alien's gate, 
To the rest that waits for toilers have these saints and heroes gone, 
But the good they sought is growing and God's hand is moving on. 


Into India’s dark zenanas Christian women find their way, 

Drawing back the sable curtains letting in the light of day; 

And the lowly and degraded, bound with iron chains of caste, 

Learn that they are God’s dear children, heirs to lands and treasures vast. 


Through the lives of men and nations God is working out His will; 
Though His hand is often hidden it is somewhere moving still. 
Does He open heaven's windows? Nay, but He goes on before, 
Ready when His sons are ready to unlock another door. 


SINGING. ‘* Who Will Go?” 

RECITATION. ‘‘ The Frightened Dolly.” (MISSIONARY HELPER, 
February, 1892.) 

EXERCISE IN COSTUME. ‘* Sowing Light.” (Furnished by Mis- 
sionary Bureau.) 

SINGING. ‘* The Gypsy Boy.” (‘* Hymns New and Old.) 

A COLLECTION RECITATION. 

Have the collection taken by the two smallest heathen children 
and two small Christian ones. Let them march down the center 
aisle in pairs when the collection is taken, and, standing at the altar 
facing the audience, let the smallest Christian child repeat the 
prayer : 
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“ Jesus, bless the pennies we bring thee ; 
Give them something sweet to do. 
May they help some one to love thee ; 
Jesus, may we love thee too. 

For thy dear sake. Amen.” 
SINGING. 
BENEDICTION. 
) > + 


MISSION LESSONS FOR BANDS. 
INDIA. 





LESSON I. 
a. Our Mission Field. Use map show-| Helps, MISSIONARY HELPERS, 
ing stations. 
6. Where is it? What is its size. February, 1891. 
LESSON II. 
a. Number of missionaries. 
d. Their names, their work. 
LESSON ITI. | 
a. The people in our districts. | February, 1891. 
4. Their dress, manner of living, their | 
food, 
c. Number of languages; sweeper September, 1891. 
women. 
LESSON IV. Describe caste. | November, 1889. 
LESSON V. 
a. Tell something of the children. November, 1888. July 1892. 
4. Toys; child marriage. | February, 1889. July, 1890. 
¢. Filling chapel ditch. | June, 1891. January, 1889. 
LESSON VI. Describe day and Sunday May, 1890. June, 1889. April, 
schools, | 1892. 
LESSON VII. Tell about the stores in | April, 1889. February, 1891. 
India, | 





LESSON VIII. Describe agimals and pets. | March, 1889. 


LESSON IX. Study of idol worship. | See “ Missionary Reminiscences.” 
| 


LESSON X._ Review. 

Take an imaginary trip to India from your home, using a map 
and a large globe. Let the children describe what they would see; 
the people, houses, stores, etc., as studied in the above lessons. 

NotTe:—Much information on these subjects can be found in the 
HELPERS and in ‘* Missionary Reminiscences ” and other books on 
the study of India. Read the letters from our missionaries found 
in the HELPERS, that the children may become familiar with their 
names and work. Yours in the work, 

Mrs. ETHEL H. ROBERTs. 


, R. I. Sec. Children’s Work. 
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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


For some time our Children’s department has been crowded 
for space and articles left over. This time we atone by giving 
it more than usual room. . . . When this HELPER reaches the 
subscribers the Thank Offering meetings will be past, but not 
the obligation which immediately follows to QEPoRT the results. 
If in each State the Auxiliaries would report to the Q. M. sec- 
retaries and treasurers—sending accounts of meetings to the 
former and amount of money received to the latter—and the 
Q. M. officers would at once send their reports to the Y. M. 
officers, the desirable end might be reached promptly. We 
should like for each Q. M. secretary to send to us as brief a 
report as can include the main facts of what observance was 
given to this day in her Q. M. It would be impossible to 
print detailed reports from the individual churches, but we 
want to know what each other did. The,sooner the money 
reaches Miss DeMeritte, our treasurer, the better. . . . Many 
inquiries have come to us at different times as to what is the 
best condensed compendium of parliamentary rules. One has 
recently been published which we like so much that we are 
glad to recommend it to our readers. It is clear, concise, and 
also comprehensive. Price 25 cents. Send to Mrs. Lillian 
Cole Bethel, 95 Hamilion Ave., Columbus, O. 

——_—____~+-~>—_____—_ 

THE LITTLE GIFT. 
OF all the gifts that found their way 
Within the treasury that day, 
One only did the Lord commend. 
Thus chall it be till time shall end. 
The loving gift from slender store 
Attracts His kindly notice more 
Than larger offerings coldly given. 
Then, humble heart, look up to heaven 
And bring thy gift; though small it be 
The Master's welcome waits for thee. 

—Helen A. Walker. 





